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so long to register. All too often they wait a
yeat or so to see if the marriage is going to go
well This sort of marriage destroys moral respon-
sibility, he feels. But of course in these days even
a common-law ~wife can get some legal protection
if she is deserted. The court will require that
the father support his children and she can sue
for damages. Proof of the prevalence pf non-
registered marriages may be found in the fact that
in 1936 there were 546^116 registries of marriage
but in 1937 this number increased by 1255,000.
This does not mean that more people married
on account of the China Incident but that many
soldiers decided to register their marriages before
going to war so that in event of theit death their
families would benefit by Government pension.
The Government, realizing this, has taken measures
to assist the common-law wives in receiving
pensions*
A modern wife, revealed Dr. Hozumi^ can
free herself from an unwanted spouse by going to
court* But this is not as simple as it sounds for
prejudice against a, divorced woman has abated
but little after forty years of legal divorce. She
still finds it almost impossible to remarry. Women
of high class families who cannot get a divorce
by mutual consent usually stay married unless